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Application for Correllian 
First Degree Clergy

ABOUT BEING AN INNER COURT MEMBER:
The First Degree of Clergy is the entry level of the Correllian Priesthood. As a First Degree Priest/ess you have dedicated yourself to Deity, and to a life on a Spiritual path. As a Novice Priest/ess, the First Degree should be familiar with the details of the Wiccan faith, having a thorough grounding in Wiccan philosophy and Traditions. The First Degree Priest/ess should be
able to answer most questions about Wicca on a practical (as opposed to philosophical) level. The First Degree Priest/ess should be able to take any role in ritual with reasonable confidence, short of ritual leader.  

As a First Degree Cleric you may choose to become a specialist in one or more areas and use your knowledge to enrich your life or the lives of others. You may also, if you choose, continue your Clerical studies, and become Second or eventually even Third Degree Clergy. You might decide to teach, join a Correllian Temple or Order, accept a position with the Tradition or Witch School, conduct academic research, author books, conduct projects of benefit to the greater community, or participate with other groups or organizations. We are all life-long learners on this path. What we do depends upon our personal goals, energy, dedication, and commitment.


AS A MEMBER OF THE CORRELLIAN CLERGY YOU ARE EXPECTED TO:

HONOR Deity always, both as Goddess and as God. Revere the sacred spark of life that is within you and within all things. Revere also the sacred dance of life that is manifest as the physical world.

HONOR the Earth, Nature, and Her processes. All life is sacred, and the entire Universe is one Being, Whose soul is Gaia. All that exists is eternally and inseparably connected through the Spirit of the Goddess and the Dance of the God.

HONOR the Divinity within you. Do not pollute your sacredness with hatred, nor with falsehood. Be honorable, fair, and truthful in all things. Strive always to act from your Higher Self, in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust.

HONOR the Divinity within others. We are all sacred, all manifestations of Deity. Therefore follow always the Wiccan Rede: “Do as you will, but harm none.”

HONOR your Tradition. You are an initiate of the Correllian Tradition; honor it and respect its tenets. The Tradition is a family, bound by love and honor, uphold, and defend it always, even as the Tradition supports you. 

HONOR your fellow Correllian Clergy; remember that they have worked hard for their Clergy status, just as you have for yours. Show them always the respect to which Correllian Clergy are entitled. Honor the Elders of the Tradition and the leadership of the Tradition.  Remember that they have spent many years working for the good of the Tradition and the advancement of Pagans everywhere.

HONOR your fellow Pagans. Remember always; A Pagan is a Pagan. Our faith comes down to us through many cultures and Traditions. We are as a thousand mirrors reflecting the image of Deity from a thousand angles. We have many differences, yet we must never let these stand between us, but embrace one another as a single people. Remember that your fellow Pagans, whatever their background, are on a spiritual path just as you are. Remember that your fellow Pagan Clergy, though their training and views may be different, have worked just as hard for their rank, and believe just as deeply in the tenets of their Traditions, as you yourself. Therefore, while you may sometimes disagree or come into conflict with other Clergy, you should always show them the same civility and respect that you expect to receive yourself. 

POWERS OF A FIRST DEGREE PRIEST/ESS
A First Degree Priest/ess can perform virtually any ceremony for themselves. Moreover, there are five ceremonies that a Correllian First Degree can perform in the name of the Tradition itself. These are:

· Lesser Wiccaning ritual
· Coming of Age ritual
· Outer Court Dedication ritual
· Lesser Handfasting ritual· 
· Lesser funereal ritual
In addition in certain instances, if a First Degree is serving as the protégée of a Third Degree, they may be empowered to enact a number of rites normally reserved to the Third Degree (such as legal wedding ceremonies) under the Imperium of their Third Degree sponsor. Contact your Mentor or the Correll Mother Temple for approval and assistance before attempting if you are ever asked to perform such a ceremony. 


PLEASE NOTE:
In order to be considered for Clergy status you must be age 18 or older and must have valid current legal documentation of identification and date of birth on file with the Correll Mother Temple.  Two forms of current legal identification, including at least one with a photo, should be sent to the Master of Records for the Temple to which you are applying, along with your application and proof of payment for all Clergy Fees.

Acceptable forms of identification include: driver’s license, passport, birth certificate, social security card, government issued identification, or school ID. Other documents that verify your identity may be considered with advance approval.  

Please note that your application cannot be finalized until these documents are received. 
Once you have achieved Clerical status with the Tradition all changes in information, including legal name changes, must be promptly reported to the Master of Records for the Correll Mother Temple. 
 
Our Clergy are expected to obey the Wiccan Rede, all Tradition policies, and all applicable laws. Clerical status is granted at our sole discretion and may be revoked by the Tradition at will.

Please contact your Mentor, Temple/Shrine Head, or the Master of Records of the Correll Mother Temple if you have any questions or require assistance with this application, or with any Clerical or administrative concerns at any time.

There is a mandatory onetime background check for all new applicants, whether it is for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd degrees, if one has not been ordered one previously with an earlier degree application. The Fee is $10 USD and should be made payable through PayPal to Correllian Educational Ministries at Correllian.Education@yahoo.com.  Please provide a screen shot of the completed payment with the application.

The First Degree Clergy fees for the Temple of Sedna and Clan of Kheper are available on Correllian.com. For the Mother Temple, please submit the $50 USD First Degree Clergy Application fee to Correllian_Nativist_Church@yahoo.com via. Please provide a screen shot of the completed payment with the application. Certificates will not be issued until the fee is paid.

First Degree Clergy Application
• Processing Temple Applying To:

Select One: Correllian Mother Temple, Temple of Sedna, or Clan of Kheper Temple:

· Outer Court Certificate Number (if applicable):

· Legal full name: 
Membership with the Tradition can only be recorded in the legal name of the applicant as it has legal ramifications for the Correllian-Nativist Church of Wicca.  Please always send proof of future legal names changes to RevLaurie@Witchschool.com so your Tradition Registry record is kept accurate.


• Date of Birth (YYYY-MM-DD format please):

• Name and e-mail address of 1st Degree Mentor:


• Preferred contact email address: 
· Witch School International, Witchschool.com, student account number and e-mail address (if applicable):


• Mailing address: 
This must contain at least the City and Country in which the applicant lives but the whole address is preferred.



• Home phone number: 


• Other phone numbers (optional and please specify type): 

• Are you a member of a Correllian Shrine, Proto-Temple, or Temple?  If so, which one? 


The following information will not be recorded in the Tradition’s Registry but is part of the application review process or helps us communicate with you appropriately.


• 1st Degree Initiation Rite Preference:

When you are approved as an Inner Court Member you will be eligible for a First Degree Initiation Rite.  You have three options.  Please indicate your first preference:

· Through the Local Temple, Proto-Temple or Shrine indicated above.

· Remote (Through our Zoom capabilities. These rituals are not made public in any way.)

· Self-Dedication (You will be provided a ritual script that you can perform privately.)


• Language Preference for above Rite:
We currently can offer these in English, Spanish or Swedish.

• Craft name (optional): 

Will not be recorded in the Tradition Registry.

• Web page (if applicable): 

• Gender: 

• Preferred Pronouns:


• Disability (optional):
We ask this so we can try to accommodate any special needs you may have due to a disability.  



• Educational Level (optional): 


• Occupation (optional): 
• What special skills or areas of study are you proficient in (magical or otherwise)? 


• What are your interests or hobbies?


· Many Correllians also belong to other Pagan or religious organizations.
What are your other pagan or religious affiliations? What other groups or organizations do you belong to? 
· There will be a background check run as part of your application. Have you ever been arrested or convicted of any crime? If so, describe fully and provide dates, locations, and disposition: 





• Other information about yourself that you would like to share with us (optional): 

Please answer the following questions (Required):

Please be aware that a final exam grade for the First Degree Course of 80% (3.0 on the Witch School grading scale) or more is required for a Clergy application.   An overall average of 80% must be produced across all First Degree required courses to be eligible to apply for Clergy standing.  Students must wait a year and a day from the date they began the First Degree Course before they are eligible to apply for Clergy standing.  If you have not met these criteria, please contact your Mentor.
· Date began the First Degree Course:
· Date completed the First Degree Course and the final grade received:
· Final Exam Grade for the First Degree Course (If taken on Witchschool.com, please average the two parts of the Final Exam into one grade.): 

· Date completed the Ministry Course and the final grade received:

· Date completed the Philosophy Course and the final grade received: 

· Date completed The Five Mystic Secrets and the final grade received:

· Title and short description, along with date completed and grade received, of First Degree Project 1 (500+ words Essay # 1):

· Title and short description, along with date completed and grade received, of First Degree Project 2 (500+ words Essay # 2 OR Guided Mediation # 1):
· Title and short description, along with date completed and grade received, of First Degree Project 3 (Only required of the student opts for 2 Guide Mediations and 1 Essay instead of doing 2 Essays: Guided Mediation # 2):

Please attach a copy of your official transcript from Witch School or your Mentor.

Please e-mail the following, along with this application, to the Master of Records for the Temple of your choice made above per the instructions listed on Correllian.com:

· Email two forms of legal identification, including at least one containing a photo: 
· Acceptable forms of identification include a driver’s license, passport, birth certificate, social security card, government issued identification, or school ID. 
· Other documents that verify your identity may be considered but must be approved prior to the application submission. 
· In the event that you are unable to email the two forms of ID contact the Master of Records for the Temple to which you are applying for postal mailing directions.
· By submitting your Clergy application you grant permission the Correllian-Nativist Church of Wicca to perform a background check with the identification information you have provided.
· For applicants residing in the United States, proof of payment of the Background Check Fee to Correllian.Education@yahoo.com.  This background check is required no matter which Temple U.S. residents apply to.
· Proof of payment of the Clergy Fee to the appropriate Temple as per the instructions on Correllian.com.
· Mentor provided or Witch School transcript of all required courses.

Please note that your application cannot be finalized until all these documents are received.

Once all necessary documentation has been provided the appropriate Master of Records will contact your Mentor for the required Mentor’s Letter of Recommendation.
